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Pre-Reader

Below are some activities that you can do with your child at home to support his/her literacy
development:

● Sing the ABC song. When you get to L-M-N-O-P, slowdown and say each letter slowly. If you
have an alphabet chart, have your child point to each letter as he/she says its name.

● Match upper and lowercase alphabet letters.
● Practice writing letters in a fun way (tracing, using shaving cream, sky writing, sidewalk

chalk, etc.)
● Write an alphabet letter (upper or lowercase) and ask your child to name it. Then ask your

child to tell the sound the letter represents.
○ Show your child the letter “m.”
○ Your child can say, “M is for /mmmmmm/.”

● Play “I Spy” with objects that start with specific letter sounds.
○ You say, “I spy something that starts with /k/. Can you find something that starts like

/k/?
○ Your child may find items that begin with the /k/sound, such as cat, kite, kitchen, and

cap.
○ If your child finds something that doesn’t start with the correct sound, tell them what

sound that object starts with and then remind them of the sound you asked for and
give an example. “No, dog starts with /d/. Can you find something that starts with /k/,
like cookie?”

● Read and recite nursery rhymes.
● Ask your child to give you a rhyming word or play other rhyming games.

○ You say, “Can you give me a word that rhymes with “cat?”
○ Your child may say words like “hat” or “bat.”

● Read aloud to your child every day for at least 20 minutes. (This doesn’t have to be in one
sitting.) Ask your child questions about the story as you read or make predictions about
what will happen next. After reading, see if your child can retell the story (beginning, middle,
end).


